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Information  resource management 
(IRM)  has been with  us for  almost 
three decades. Numerous  articles and 
monographs  have been written  about 
this  interesting  unconventional  field 
of  management. This  article  sheds 
some light  on the evolutionary  path 
of  IRM.  Information  explosion,  pro-
liferation  of paper and extensive use 
of  information  handling  technologies 
are examined as causes for  the incep-
tion  of IRM.  An  attempt  was also 
made to define  relations  and differ-
ences with  other concepts such as 
records management, data manage-
ment  and information  management. 
As any other concept IRM  had to be 
put  to the test through  its use in  gov-
ernment  and military  sectors, as well 
as in  private  business. In  dealing  with 
the historical  perspective of IRM  this 
article  examines some general and 
theoretical  classifications,  searching 
for  the place of IRM  in  the history  of 
information  management. Finally, 
IRM  regarded as a live  concept, is 
studied  through  different  stages of its 
own  development. 

INTRODUCTION 

There are a number of avenues one can 
take in attempting  to trace the birth 
and evolution  of a phenomenon. 
Particularly  in the case of the social sci-
ences where the concepts are depen-
dent on cultural  and economic factors 
and where they easily spread and 
influence people. Once planted on fer-
tile  ground  a new concept easily moves 
from  one sector to another, adapts to 
new environments, changes its forms, 
and often, in no time, becomes part of 
our everyday reality.  There is a tenden-
cy to take many concepts for granted 
without  ever wondering  how it  all 
started, where it  came from, and many 
times without  even asking where it  is 
leading to. 

The evolution  of information 
resource management (IRM) is no 
exception. The concept has been with 
us for almost three decades. Numerous 
articles and monographs have been 
written  about this interesting uncon-
vent ional  f ield  of management. 
Various aspects of IRM have been thor-
oughly  studied. Many bits of gathered 
information  were put  together to form 
a corpus of knowledge  which  can be 
used today for any organized human 
activity  in need of it. Still, in determin-
ing the very beginning of IRM and its 
evolutionary  path/researchers are deal-
ing with  uncertainty  and they are fac-
ing the dilemma of which  research 
approach to adopt, which  way to go. 

Different  possibilities for study-
ing the evolution  of information 
resource management are available, 
and the choice is left entirely  with 
researchers. Whether they want it  or 
not, the repertoire can include a spec-

trum  of different  approaches, based on 
various points of interest which  could 
be regarded as more important  or of 
greater interest at a given moment. 
Each approach can bring  a different 
perspective and shed new light  on the 
evaluation  of IRM. However,  only  a 
comprehensive use of most of the 
available and applicable approaches 
can secure a valid  and long lasting 
result. 

Definition  of IRM 
Information  resource manage-

ment is one of the concepts which 
attracts the attention of various 
researchers. As is the case with  many 
other contemporary  concepts, there are 
as many definitions  of IRM as there are 
authors dealing with  the subject. 
Therefore, it  is of importance, for prop-
er orientation  and further  understand-
ing, to consider some of the definitions 
available. 

Forest W. Horton,  Jr. (1979, pp.99-
100) one of the leading experts in the 
area of IRM, begins his process of 
defining  information  resource manage-
ment by viewing  an IRM system as "a 
framework  within  which  to accom-
pl ish  the management of data 
resources in an orderly  and systematic 
fashion". According  to him, "resource 
management system includes all meth-
ods and procedures for collecting and 
processing information  on a particular 
resource (i.e. men, money, machines, or 
what  is germane to our subject here, 
information  itself) and formatting  that 
data in a manner which  is useful for 
management." 

Pointing  out that the IRM system 
does not cover one-time, non-recurring 
collections of data and information, 
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